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BENTON TOWN OFFICERS— 1970
Moderator: James J. Page
Town Clerk:
Ruth F. Page (March.-Jan.)
Margaret D. Elliott (Jan.-March)
Selectmen:
James W. Elliott (Term Expires 1971)
George B. Tyler (Term Expires 1972)
James J. Page (Term Expires 1973)
Treasurer: Priscilla T. Boutin
Tax Collector: Francis H. Lackie
Supervisors of the Checklist:
Mildred A. Elliott (Term Expires 1972)
John G. Elliott, Sr. (Term Expires 1974)
Laura Mason (Term Expires 1976)
Constable: George B. Tyler
Trustees of Trust Funds:
William J. Harris (Term Expires 1971)
John G. Elliott, Sr. (Term Expires 1972)
Joseph N. Boutin (Term Expires 1973)
Auditor: Jacob W. Aldrich
Sexton: David Harris
Surveyor of Wood and Lumber: William J. Harris
Health Officer: John Boutin, Sr.
Ballot Clerks:
Iona V. Boutin William J. Harris
Ballot Inspector: Katie J. Goodwin
TOWN MEETING WARRANT
To the inhabitants of the Town of Benton qualified to
vote in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community Build-
ing in said Benton on the second Tuesday of March next
(the 9th) at seven-thirty o'clock in the evening to vote and
act upon the following subjects:
Article 1. To choose a Town Clerk; one Selectman for a
term of three years; one Treasurer; one Tax Collector; one
Highway Agent; one Trustee of Trust Funds for a term of
three years; one Sexton; one Auditor; and all other neces-
sary Town officers and agents for the ensuing year.
Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $152.99 as the Town's share for con-
struction of highways (Town Road Aid) as provided in
Chapter 241 of the Revised Statutes Annotated, as amend-
ed.
Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $43.18 for the White Mountains Region
Association.
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $100.00 to help subsidize ambulance
service in our area with such funds to be administered by
the Trustees of the Cottage Hospital.
Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $25.00 for support of the White Moun-
tain Community Services, Inc. program of non-profit com-
munity mental health.
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to rescind the
action taken at the 1961 Town Meeting which required
payment of the Federal minimum wage for hourly labor
performed for the Town, and will vote to authorize pay-
ment of $1.80 per hour for hourly labor performed after
this date.
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Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to make any
alterations in the amount of money to be raised and ap-
propriated for the ensuing year as recommended in the
budget, and vote to raise and appropriate all sums so deter-
mined.
Article 8. To hear- the reports of officers and agents and
pass any vote relating thereto.
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to borrow money for current indebtedness of
the Town during the ensuing year in anticipation of taxes
to be collected for the year 1971 and to be paid therefrom.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize a
discount on property taxes paid before a date set by the
Selectmen and to set the amount of said discount.








BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Revenue for the Year 1971 Compared with Actual
Revenue for the Year 1970
SOURCE OF REVENUE
From State of New Hampshire:
Interest and Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Meals and Room Tax
Reimbursement a/c Property Exempted
1970 Special Session
Reimbursement a/c Federal Forest Land
National Forest Reserve (one-half)
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses
Permits
Rent of Town Buildings
Interest Received on Taxes
Income from Trust Funds
Income from Town Truck
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees




Total Revenues from all Sources Except
Property Taxes:
Amount to be Raised by Property Taxes:
TOTAL REVENUES $29,555.11
Actual
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Expenditures for the Year 1971 Compared with Actual





BALANCE SHEET—DECEMBER 31, 1970
Cash in Hands of Treasurer
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SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION—1970
Description of Property:
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STATEMENT OF TAXES ASSESSED—1970
Total Town Appropriations $ 5,802.35
County Tax Assessment 923.89





War Service Tax Credits 400.00
$24,224.88
Less: War Service Tax Credits —400.00
NET PROPERTY TAX $23,824.88
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF PROPERTY, POLL, YIELD AND
STATE HEAD TAXES
DEBITS
Taxes Committed to Collector and
Uncollected Taxes as of 1/1/70
Levy of Levy of Levy of Levy of Levy of
1970 1969 1968 1967 1966
Property Taxes $23,824.88 $ 2,469.27 $327.64 $558.60 $111.88
Poll Taxes 96.00 38.00
Yield Taxes 403.99 116.55 91.20
State Head Taxes 310.00 115.00




TAX COLLECTOR S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF UNCOLLECTED TAXES
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1970
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Property Taxes Abated 156.00
Poll Taxes 56.00
Poll Taxes Abated 2.00
Yield Taxes 208.32
State Head Taxes 185.00





Property Taxes $ 111.88
Interest 18.00
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From State of New Hampshire:
Class V Highway Maintenance
Allotment
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS—1970
Town Officers' Salaries:
William J. Harris, trustee $ 12.80
John G. Elliott, Sr., trustee 12.80
James W. Elliott, selectman 113.40
James J. Page, selectman 113.40
George B. Tyler, selectman 75.60
Priscilla Boutin, treasurer 60.00
Jacob W. Aldrich, auditor 25.00
Ruth F. Page, town clerk 50.00





James W. Elliott, selectman $ 38.40
James J. Page, moderator 38.40
George B. Tvler, selectman 12.80
Ruth F. Page, town clerk 38.40
John G. Elliott, Sr. supervisor 89.40
Mildred A. Elliott, supervisor 89.40
William J. Harris, ballot clerk 25.60
lona V. Boutin, ballot clerk 25.60
Kate J. Goodwin, ballot inspector 25.60






George B. Tyler, constable $ 30.00
surance:
Concord Gen. Mutual Ins. Co.
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Vital Statistics:
Ruth F. Page, town clerk $ 3.00
Town Road Maintenance—Summer:
Labor & Equipment
(Howe Hill) $ 4,551.30





1967 property tax $ 55.57
1968 property tax 18.99
1970 property tax 156.00
1970 head & poll taxes 7.00
$ 237.56
Payments to State:
State Head Tax $ 250.58




Tax anticipation note $ 60.00
Tax Anticipation Notes:
Woodsville National Bank $ 2,000.00
Payments to County:
County taxes $ 923.89
Payments to School:
Appropriation $14,564.00




I have examined the accounts of the Tax Collector,
Treasurer, Town Clerk, Selectmen, Trustees of Trust Funds






REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1970
There are in custody of the Trustees the following trust funds
bequeathed to the Town of Benton. The income shown ($197.88) is
that received during the year 1970, and the distribution of income










Mrs. Ruth F. Page, Chairman











Mr. Norman H. Mullen











The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of
Benton qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community Building
in said district on the 9th day of March, 1971, at 8:30 o'clock
in the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the en-
suing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for die ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of
other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or
Officers chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant.
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8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and
appropriate for the support of schools, for the salaries
of school district officials and agents and for the pay-
ment of statutory obligations of the district, and to
authorize the application against said appropriation of
such sums as are estimated to be received from the
state foundation aid fund together with other income;
the school board to certify to the selectmen the bal-
ance between the estimated revenue and the appropri-
ation, which balance is to be raised by taxes by the
town.
9. To see if the District will authorize the School Board
to make application for, and to receive, in the name
of the District such advances, grants-in-aid, or other
funds for educational purposes as may now or here-
after be forthcoming from the United States Govern-
ment and/or State of New Hampshire.
10. To see if the town will vote to authorize the school
board to arrange for portal to portal school bus trans-
portation for all students in the school district in the
Town of Benton.
11. To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting.
MBS. BUTH F. PAGE
MBS. MILDBED A. ELLIOTT
MBS. PBISCILLA BOUTIN
School Board of Benton
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BUDGET FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BENTON
1971-1972
26
ESTIMATED INCOME FOR 1971-1972
Balance on Hand June 30, 1970
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STATEMENT OF BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1970
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
July 1, 1969 to June 30, 1970
Receipts
Cash on Hand July 1, 1969 $ 23.74
Revenue from Local Sources
Current Appropriation 12,100.00
Balance due on Previous Appropriation 465.42
Other Revenue from Local Sources
Earnings from Trust Funds 58.25
Other Revenue from Local Sources 1.00
Revenue from State Sources
Foundation Aid 6,855.09
Sweepstakes 202.79
Revenue from Federal Sources
National Forest Reserve 1,358.45
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BALANCE SHEET—JUNE 30, 1970
Assets
Cash on Hand June 30, 1970
General Fund
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REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year July 1, 1969 to June 30, 1970
School District of Benton
SUMMARY
Cash on Hand July 1, 1969 $ 23.74
Received from Selectmen
Current Appropriation $12,100.00
Balance of Previous Appropriation 465.42
Revenue from State Sources 7,057.88
Revenue from Federal Sources 1,358.45
Received as Income from
Trust Funds 58.25
Received from all Other Sources 1.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS $21,041.00
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE
FOR FISCAL YEAR $21,064.74
LESS SCHOOL ORDERS PAID 20,959.09
BALANCE ON HAND JUNE 30, 1970 $ 105.65
July 1, 1970 MAXINE TYLER
District Treasurer
AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records of the
treasurer of the school district of Benton of which the above
is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1970,
and find them correct in all respects.
July 7, 1970 IONA V. BOUTIN
Auditor
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
I herewith submit my sixth annual report to the voters
of the Benton School District.
The estimated school budget request for 1971-72 re-
flects a decrease of $3,492.22 from our current budget. It
should be pointed out that the lower figure recommended
by your school board may be found in the tuition costs.
Next year we estimate we will have:
Elementary tuition students 12
Junior High tuition students 5
High School tuition students 12
Total 29
Also of interest is the charge for tuition in the various
school districts in our area:
Haverhill Cooperative—Elementary $ 600
Jr. High $ 700
Sr. High $ 900
Bradford—Jr.-Sr. High $1,300
Blue Mountain—Jr.-Sr. High $1,100
St. Johnsbury—Sr. High $1,500
Your attention is called to the article dealing with
transportation of Benton school children portal to portal.
In essence, what the article indicates is that all district
children will be picked up at their front door in the morn-
ing and returned there in the afternoon.
May I take this opportunity to thank the Benton School





REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT'S SALARY
Section 5, Chapter 243, Laws of 1953 of the State of
New Hampshire requires that school district annual
reports show the total amount paid to the superin-
tendent.
One-half of the supervisory union expenses is pro-
rated among the several school districts of the union
on the basis of adjusted valuation. One-half is pro-
rated on the basis of average daily membership in the
schools for the previous school year ending June 30.
The Superintendent of Supervisory Union #23, during
1970-1971, will receive a salary of $17,000.00, which is
made up as follows: $3,000.00 to be paid by the State
Department of Education and $14,000.00 prorated
among the several school districts. Allowance of
$1,500.00 for travel within the Union is also prorated
as stated above.
The table below shows the proration of salary and
travel to each school district:
District
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Summary Program of the Activities of the
White Mountains Region Association
1970 (33rd Year)
Received and answered 7,262 inquiries from people interested in
the White Mountains region.
Wrote 66 news releases, 4 magazine articles and 5 news letters.
Printed and distributed 295,000 folders.
Sent 52 bulletins of lodging inquiries and 10 real estate bulletins.
Instrumental in changing the policy of the state to give more at-
tention to promoting the off-season.
Successful in obtaining a $36,000 federal grant to research the pro-
blems of snow erosion at our ski areas. This work is being done at
the University of New Hampshire.
Continued to encourage outdoor sports compatible to the region:
Organized the White Mountains Ski Touring Club; Assisted in
running an Olympic Qualifying Bicycle Race; Assisted with white-
water canoe races on the Androscoggin and Saco Rivers.
Originated and participated in the Governor's Snowmobile com-
mittee.
Developed the concept of long distance snowmobile trails for
northern New Hampshire.
Continued to support the 4-H awards program.
Researched and maintained the expression of local opinions re-
garding many proposals of the Connecticut River Basin studies.
Maintained an active liaison with the White Mountain National
Forest in recommending new projects for the Forest Service.
Acquired land on the Connecticut River at Saddle Island at the
Narrows for conservation purposes.
Assisted with the development of Bedell Bridge State Park.
Assisted with the formation of a Connecticut Valley Road Im-
provement Association which is working to improve the highway
system in the Woodsville-Littleton area.
Working to promote a forestry museum in northern New Hamp-
shire.
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REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE
WARDEN & DISTRICT CHIEF
During this past year, the public has shown a great
deal of cooperation in the prevention of fires. We wish
to express our thanks for a job well done.
Your forest fire warden's job would be easier if
everyone understood the State laws that govern the
kindling of outdoor fires, a synopsis of these laws
follow.
FIRE PERMITS
A fire permit is needed for all outdoor fires in or
near woodland anytime the ground is not covered with
snow. This includes household waste burning, even if
in an incinerator, grass burning, garden trash as well
as brush burning (SUCH BURNING IS RESTRICT-
ED BY REGULATION TO BE PRIOR TO 9:00 A.M.
and AFTER 5 :00 P.M.).
An Air Pollution regulation forbids the burning of
household waste in towns where such rubbish is col-
lected by the town.
EXCEPTIONS
Commercial or industrial burning is allowed under
normal conditions with permission of the District
Fire Chief and a permit from the Fire Warden.
Camp or cooking fires are allowed on your own
property with permission of the Fire Warden. On an-
others' property with written permission of the land-
owner and permission of the Fire Warden. The War-
den can forbid such fires if in a hazardous area. Per-
mits for cooking fires in the White Mountain National
35
Forest can be obtained from the Laconia Office or at
the Ranger Stations. Permits are not required in pub-
lic camp or picnic grounds where fireplaces have been
built for this purpose.
REMEMBER! ONLY YOU AND I CAN PREVENT
FOREST FIRES
Fires reported—State 484 fires—244 acres
District 18 fires—33.6 acres
Town
JOHN Q. RICARD JOHN BOUTIN SR.
District Fire Chief Forest Fire Warden
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